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The Insidious Creep of Medicare (Dis)Advantage

		
Crappier coverage for us, even more money for insurance companies.



		
Crappier coverage for us, even more money for insurance companies.



		
		
		By Guest Writer •  Feb 25, 2024 • Topics: USA / Global, Health, 


		
		
		




Guest Writer Carol Kemp retired from a large, multinational technology company that forced its retirees to join a Medicare Advantage plan or lose all company health care benefits.  She chose to lose her benefits.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is holding a public comment period, which ends March 1.
The proposal is for a 3.7% increase in payments to Medicare Advantage plans in 2025. 
You can make your public comment at:  
www.regulations.gov/…
Here is the comment I posted:
I am writing to oppose the 3.7% increase in payments to Medicare Advantage (MA) plans in 2025.
Medicare Advantage plans are overcharging taxpayers by up to $140 billion per year by using unethical practices such as upcoding (diagnosing patients as sicker than they are). In addition, they delay and deny necessary treatment as a means to pad their profit margins.
The excess funding that MA plans receive each year would more than cover an expansion of traditional Medicare to include dental, hearing, and vision; or totally eliminate Part B premiums; or fund the Medicare Part D prescription drug program.
More than half of eligible Medicare beneficiaries are now enrolled in MA plans with projections of 70% by 2030. In addition, four insurers now control 70% of the market.
The largest company, UnitedHealth, saw revenues of $371.6 billion in 2023, an increase of almost 15% over 2022. Net earnings increased by $1 billion to $22.3 billion. Andrew Witty, CEO, made over $20 million in total compensation in 2022, 300 times the median employee pay.
Medicare Advantage programs are proving very profitable to these insurers, with gross margins at least double their other health care markets.
Medicare was established by a Democratic president to provide health insurance for older Americans. It is one of our most popular government programs and has helped millions of seniors; however, it has not kept pace with the rising costs of medical care. The cost of Part B premiums and the lack of dental, hearing, and vision coverage, as well as prescription drugs, have made it unaffordable for many.
The focus of a Democratic administration should be to strengthen and expand Medicare rather than contributing to its further erosion by rewarding MA providers with additional funding. Without aggressive action, Medicare will cease to exist for the next generation of senior citizens. Democrats should not berate the other party for its continuous threats to Medicare when they are allowing it to die in the long run.
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		M. Lynda Hanscome

			Feb 25, 2024
				
		        	As bad as Medicare (dis)Advantage programs are for seniors, the bigger thieves will soon be the expansion of the ACO-REACH scams that are far worse.  2.1 million seniors have already been secretly enrolled in the “pilot” by the Federal Government without their knowledge or consent.

I am one of those 2.1 million seniors.  This is completely privatized healthcare.  Obama began the downgrading of Traditional Medicare and Trump ushered in ACO-REACH.  The ACOs reap up to 40% for “administrative fees” right from the get-go BEFORE the patient receives treatment in most cases.  Subsequently, the upcoding and delaying and denying scam is the same as the other (dis)Advantage programs.  I strongly suspect that seniors in the near future will be enrolled in ACO-REACH programs automatically.  This puts the for-profit entity between the senior and his/her doctor.  I have asked to be removed from the ACO at PeaceHealth and they refuse.

Lynda Hanscome, 

Retired Educator

	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	
            
                
            

		Dick Conoboy

			Feb 26, 2024
				
		        	 Carol,

Thanks for posting your article.  I submitted a comment through the portal you provided.  Here is the comment in its entirety:

“How do you expect any normal citizen to comment on 186 pages of gibberish?  What the government needs to do is get rid of Medicare Advantage in its entirety and stop the theft of billions of dollars from the Medicare Trust Fund by corporate insurers.  Simplify all this crap by going to a single payer, Medicare for all and stop the grand larceny now taking place in the Medicare (Dis)Advantage program.  Shame on you for even proffering these 186 pages of nonsensical, unreadable argle-bargle.”  
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		David A. Swanson

			Feb 27, 2024
				
		        	
...The lust and the avarice, the bottomless, cavernous greed….

(from Natalie Merchant’s “Motherland.”)
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			Firing Up the War Machine

			By Dianne Foster • On Feb 09, 2024

			
			

Who benefits?   Palestinians are being slaughtered.  Genocide.  Gaza is being leveled.
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			Three Wise Men?

			By Tip Johnson • On Jan 09, 2024

			
			

The Port Commission has decreed that Bellingham’s waterfront will remain a toxic, festering sore
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			The ABC Recycling Hook

			By David Netboy  • On Dec 26, 2023

			
			

We needed a hook, and we think we found it.

	

			
			

		
		
	13 comments, most recent 1 month ago
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Dementors attack the Sehome Neighborhood

			By David A. Swanson • On Dec 08, 2023

			
			

"Sweet Jesus,” shrieked the thralls of the Sehomus Republic,as ABC the Yochlowitz,successor to GorgoPacificus the Destroyer,...
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			Just What We Need - A Bank in Fairhaven

			By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 05, 2023

			
			

Peoples Bank proposes to tear down the once popular Zane Burger restaurant to build a branch office.
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			Chutzpah Redefined - Call For Citizen Policing of Medicare Advantage

			By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 02, 2023

			
			

Biden administration is asking the public to report on bogus advertising claims of Medicare Advantage providers.
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			Alert On Development Proposal: 2706 Mill Avenue

			By Guest Writer • On Nov 30, 2023

			
			

15 new townhouses, out-of-town developer, build-and-run, in south side Happy Valley neighborhood of Bellingham.
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			ABC Recycling Meets the Public

			By Guest Writer • On Nov 28, 2023

			
			

Tuesday, Dec, 5, will be the first time ABC Recycling has agreed to answer the public. Don’t miss this meeting. Here are the issues.
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			Don’t Be Manipulated by Misleading Data
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The effect of WWU students on Whatcom County’s rental housing market
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			Scamming Our Veterans

			By Dick Conoboy • On Nov 17, 2023

			
			

There seems to be no barrier to the depths to which scammers will go to steal money from the most vulnerable or deserving.

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
			
			
					
			

			
		
		
			Some Thoughts on Veterans Day 2023
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Merely musing about soldiers.
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The city comes through on public wi-fi hotspots
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			Thoughts of a Bellingham Renter

			By Guest Writer • On Nov 08, 2023

			
			

An insider’s view of rental inspections in Bellingham as experienced by a long-time renter.
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			Vote Yes On Jail Tax - A Personal View
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It is time to stop the injustices that have been propagated over the years.
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			Retirees With Federal Employee Health Care - Beware Of Offers To Switch Drug Coverage
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Getting a letter that declares, “An exciting new prescription drug benefit for you!” should activate your BS detector.
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			Candidate statement: Jace Cotton for Bellingham Council
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At Large position on the Bellngham City Council

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
			
			
					
			

			
		
		
			The Decline of Bellingham

			By Doug Karlberg • On Oct 31, 2023

			
			

Is this a good place to live? Do you feel safe? Can you afford it? Are too many of us living on the streets? Doug Karlberg has some ideas.
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Why a Liberal is voting for a Conservative for the Whatcom County Council
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					Wendy was an intrepid voice for the environment and the humane treatment of animals.  May her memory be for a blessing.
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					The President of the American Red Cross has come out in support of the Gold Medal for the Dollies who served in Vietnam
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					We reprint the 2014 speech she gave upon accepting the Paul deArmond Award.
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					The developer, who bought the property to build the private student dormitory, CityView, now has a very, very large white elephant on his hands.
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					They died in Vietnam supporting and entertaining the troops. Memorial Day is for them too. So is a Congressional Gold Medal.
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					Anika Sirois comments on the idea of a new jail for Whatcom County

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					National Infrastructure Bank…And The State Of Washington

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 14, 2023

					
					The state of Washington has much to gain by the passage of a bill that will provide for $5 trillion to finance infrastructure nationwide.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 9 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Private Armed Guards in Bellingham

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 10, 2023

					
					This is not a new phenomenon in our city.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Long History of Corporate Fraud and Abuse in Medicare

					By Guest Writer • On May 05, 2023

					
					[The following is reprinted from The Retiree Advocate, monthly newsletter of Puget Sound Advocates for Retirement Action (PSARA). &...
	
					
					1 comment, most recent 10 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Restoring Health of Land and Water—Bellingham Style

					By David Netboy  • On Apr 30, 2023

					
					Toxic waste, scrap recycling, jarring noise, and dubious processes on the waterfront: How did this happen?

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 7 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					City Council Review of Rental Registration and Inspection Ordinance

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 25, 2023

					
					A review and update of Bellingham’s rental registration and inspection program is long overdue.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 10 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Whatcom Democrats Are Pro-Jail?!

					By Jon Humphrey • On Apr 19, 2023

					
					Moreover, is a new jail of any size necessary?

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 10 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					How Would Abortion Ban Impact Whatcom County?

					By David A. Swanson • On Apr 17, 2023

					
					In 2020, there were 464.29 abortions per 1,000 pregnancies among women aged 15-19 in Whatcom County.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 1 month ago
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